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This is the Mad Tea-Party. You 
see, Alice has left the Cheshire-Cat 
and has gone off to see the March 
Hare and the Hatter, as the Cheshire- 
Cat had told her. And she found 
them having tea under a great tree, 
with a Dormouse sitting between them. 

There were only those three at the 
table, but there were lots and lots of 
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tea-cups set all along it. You can't 
see all the table, you know, and even 
in the bit you can see there are nine 
cups, counting the one the March 
Hare has got in his hand. 

That’s the March Hare with the 
long ears and straws mixed up 
with his hair. The straws showed 
he was таф] don’t know why. 
Never twist up straws among your 
hair, for fear people should think 
you're mad! 

There was a nice large arm-chair 
at the end of the table that looked as 
if it was just meant for Alice, so she 
went and sat down in it. 

Then she had quite a long talk 
with the March Hare and the Hatter. 
The Dormouse didn’t say much. 
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You see, it was fast asleep mostly, 
and it just woke up for a moment 
now and then. 

As long as it was asleep it was 
very useful to the March Hare and 
the Hatter, because it had a nice 
round soft head just like a pillow. So 
they could put their elbows on it and 
lean across it and talk to each other 
quite comfortably. You wouldn't 
like people to use your head for a 
pillow, would you Р But if you were 
fast asleep like the Dormouse you 
wouldn’t feel it, so I suppose you 
wouldn’t care about it. 

I’m afraid they gave Alice very 
little to eat and drink. However, 
after a bit she helped herself to some 
tea and bread-and-butter, only I 
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don’t quite see where she got the 
bread-and-butter, and she had no 
plate for it. Nobody seems to have 
had a plate except the Hatter. I 
believe the March Hare must have 
had one as well, because when they 
all moved one place on, (that was the 
tule at this curious tea-party), and 
Alice had to go into the place of the 
March Hare, she found he had just 
upset the milk-jug into his plate. So 
I suppose his plate and the milk-jug 
are hidden behind the large tea-pot. 


was not very happy. 
80ne wrong, and he 


works to make it go. And, worse 
than that, he had put the butter in 
with a bread-knife and some crumbs 
had got into the works. No wonder 
the watch wouldn’t go! 

But what do you think the Hatter 
did with his watch thenP He dipped 
it into his cup of tea. Now, wasn’t 
that a mad thing to do Р 

The Hatter used to carry about 
hats to sell, and even the one that 
he’s got on his head is meant to 
be sold. You see it’s got its price 
marked on it—a “10” and a “6”— 
that means “ten shillings and six- 
pence.” Wasnt that a funny way 
of selling hats? And hasn't he got 
a beautiful neck-tie on? Such a 
lovely yellow tie with large spots. 
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He has just got up to say to Alice, 
“Your hair wants cutting !” That 
Was a rude thing to say, wasn't it P 
And do you think her hair does 
want cutting? I think it’s a very 
pretty length. Just the right length. 

I must tell you about the song that 
the Hatter sang, then you will see 
that he really was mad. 

You know this song— 

“ Twinkle, twinkle, little star ! 
ow I wonder what you аге ! 


D above the world so high, 
Like a diamond in the sky.” 


This 15 what 
the Mad Tea-Pa 


у Twinkle, twinkle, little bat 


Цом wonder what уоште at I 


aes Р-абоуе the world so high, 
ом Ae а tea-tray in the sky.” 
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the Hatter sang at 
rty— 


Just before Alice left the tea-party 
she saw a most curious sight. The 
Dormouse had fallen fast asleep once 
more, and the March Hare and the 
Hatter were trying to put him into 
the tea-pot ! 


== 
ТНЕ LOBSTER-QUADRILLE 


Did you ever play at er 
here are large wooden balls painte 


with differen 
to roll 
that yo 
and рт 


t colours that you have 
about, and arches of wire 
u have to send them through, 
fat wooden mallets with long 
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handles to knock the balls about 
with. 

Now look at the picture, and you'll 
see that Alice has just been playing 
a game of Croquet. 

“But she couldn’t play with that 
great white what’s-its-name in her 
arms! Why, how could she hold 
the mallet ? ” 

Why, my dear Child, that great 
white what’s-its-name zs the mallet! 
(Its real name is a “ Flamingo.”) In 
this Croquet-Game the balls were 
live Hedgehogs. You know a Hedge- 
hog can roll itself up into a ball? 
And the mallets were live Flamingos! 

So Alice is just resting from the 
Game for a minute to have a chat 
with that dear old thing, the Duchess, 
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Why, I thought of course you'd 
know that! They're dancing a 

bster-Quadrille. 
Ke we time you meet.a Gryphon 
and a Mock Turtle, I daresay they ll 
dance it for you if you ask them 
prettily. Only don't let them come 
quite close, or they'll be treading оп 
your toes as they did оп poor Alice's. 

When they had finished the dance, 
they asked the Mock Turtle to sing, 
and this is the song he sang :— 

“ Beautiful Soup, so rich and green, 

Waiting in а hot tureen ! 


О Тог such dainties would not stoop ? 
Soup of the evening, beautiful Soup ! 


oup of the evening, beautiful Soup ! 
Beau — ootiful Soo — оор! 


Б 006500 — оор! 


ЧО Са Оор О thee — е — evening, 
Beautiful, beautiful Soup! 
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“ Beautiful Soup! Who cares for fish, 
Game, or any other dish P 
Who would not give all else for two p- 
ennyworth only of beautiful Soup Р 
Pennyworth only of beautiful Soup Р 
Beau — ootiful Soo — оор! 
Beau — ootiful Soo — оор! 
Soo — oop of the e — e — evening, 
Beautiful, Beauti — FUL SOUP!” 


З THE QUEEN’S GARDEN 

This is а little bit of the beautiful . 
garden I told you about. You see, 
Alice had at last got quite small, so 
that she could go through the little 
door. I suppose she was about as 
tall as a mouse if it stood on its 
hind-legs, so of course this was a 
very tiny rose tree, and these are very 
tiny gardeners. 
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What funny 
little men they 
are! But are 
they men, do 
you think? | 
think they must 
be live playing- ( 
cards with just a | 
head, and arms, / 
and legs, so as 
to look like™ å 
little men. And не аге they” 
doing with that red paint, I 
wonder? Well, you see, this 15 
what they told Alice. The Queen 
o “arts wanted to have а red 
rose-tree just in that corner, and 
these poor little gardeners had made 
a great mistake, and had put in 
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a white one instead. They were 
so frightened about it, because the 
Queen was sure to be angry, and 
then she would order all their heads 
to be cut off ! 

She was а dreadfully savage Queen, 
and that was the way she always 
did when she was angry with people, 
“Off with their heads!” They 
didn’t really cut their heads off, you 
know, because nobody ever obeyed 


‘her; but that was what she always 
'' said. 


Now, can’t you guess what the 


| poor little gardeners аге trying to do P 


They're trying to paint the roses 
red, and they're in а great ћиггу to 
get it done before the Queen comes. 


' And then perhaps the Queen won't 
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find out it was a white rose-tree to 
begin with, and then perhaps the 
little men won’t get their heads cut 
off ! 

You see, there were six large white 
roses on the tree, and it was such 
a job to get them all painted red! 
But they’ve got three and а half 
done now, and if only they wouldn't 
stop to talk! Work away, little men, 
do work away! Or the Queen will 
be coming before it's done! And if 
she finds any white roses on the tree, 
do you know what will happen? It 
will be “Of with their heads!” 
Oh, work away, my little men! 
Hurry ! hurry ! 

Suddenly Gardener Five called 
across the garden, “The Queen! 
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ease | 


Тће сви There was a sound 
of many footsteps, and Alice looked 


round to see the Queen. 
First сате ten soldiers carrying 
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clubs. These were all shaped like 
the three gardeners, oblong and flat, 
with their hands and feet at the 
corners. Next the ten courtiers ; 
these were ornamented all over with 
diamonds, and walked two and two 
as the soldiers did. After these came 
the royal children. There were ten 
of them, and the little dears came 
jumping merrily along, hand in hand 
in couples. They were all orna- 
mented with hearts. Next came the 
guests, mostly Kings and Queens, 
and among them Alice recognised 
the White Rabbit. It was talking 
in a hurried, nervous manner, smil- 
ing at everything that was said, and 
went by without noticing her. Then 
followed the King’s crown on а 
20 


velvet cushion, and last of all this 
grand procession came THE KING 
AND QUEEN OF HEARTS. 

Of course the Queen was soon very 
angry with Alice, as she was with 
everybody else. “ Off with her head! 
Off with her head!” screamed the 
Queen. À | 

“ Nonsense,” said Alice. “You are 
only а pack of cards.” And then the 
Queen was silent. 


WHO STOLE THE TARTS? 


Did you ever hear how the Queen 
of Hearts made some tarts? Апа 
can you tell me what became of 
them Р 
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"Why of course I can! Doesn't 
the song tell us all about it ? 
“The Queen of Hearts she made some tarts, 
All on a summer day: 


The Knave of Hearts, he stole those tarts, 
And took them right away.” 


_ Well, yes, the song says so. But 
It would never do to punish the poor 
Knave just because there was a song 
about him. They had to take him 
Prisoner, and put chains on his wrists, 
and bring him before the King of 

Carts, so that there might be a 
regular trial. 

Now, if you look at the big picture, 
you'll see what a grand thing a trial 
5 when the Judge is a King! 

e King is very grand, isn’t he P 
But he doesn’t look very happy: I 
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think that big crown on the top of 
his wig must be very heavy and 
uncomfortable. But he had to wear 
them both, you see, so that people 
might know he was a Judge and a 
King. 

And doesn’t the Queen look cross? 
On the table she can see the dish of 
tarts that she had taken such trouble 
to make. And she can see the bad 
Knave that stole them away from 
her. Do you see the chains hanging 
from his wrists? I don’t think it’s 
any wonder if the Queen does feel 
a little cross. 

The White Rabbit is standing 
near the King, reading out the song 
to tell everybody what a bad Knave 
he is. And the Jury have to settle 
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whether he’s “guilty” or “not guilty.” 
You can just see two of them up in 
the Jury-box, the Frog and the Duck. 

Now ГЇЇ tell you about the accident 
that happened to Alice. 

You see, she was sitting close by 
the Jury-box when she was called 
as a witness. You know what a 
“witness” isP A “witness ” is a 
person who has seen the prisoner 
do whatever he’s accused of, or at 
any rate knows something that’s 
important in the trial. 

But Alice hadn't seen the Queen 
Make the tarts, and, in fact, she didn't 
know anything about it. So why in 
the world they wanted her to be a 
Witness, I’m sure I cant tell you! 

Anyhow, they did want her. And 
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The screaming bird is а Storkling. 
And the little white head is a 
Mouseling. Isn't it a little darling 2 

Alice picked them all up again very 
carefully. I hope they weren’t hurt. 


THE SHOWER OF CARDS 


Oh dear, oh dear! What is 
happening to Alice now ? 

Well, ГИ tell you all about it as 
well as I can. The way the trial 
ended was this. The King wanted 
the Jury to settle whether the Knave 
of Hearts was “ guilty” or “not 
guilty.” That means that they were 
to settle whether he had stolen the 
tarts, or if somebody else had taken 
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them. But the wicked Queen wanted 
to have his punishment settled first 
of all. That wasn't at all fair, was it Р 
Because, you know, supposing he 
never took the tarts, then of course 
he oughtn’t to be punished. Would 
you like to be punished for something 
you hadn’t done Р 

So Alice said, “Stuff and nonsense!” 

So the Queen said, “ Off with her 
head!” Just what she always said 
when she was angry. 

So Alice said,“ Who cares for your 
You're nothing but a pack of cards å 

So they were all very angry and 
flew up into the air and came 
tumbling down again all over Alice, 
just like а shower of rain. 

And I think youll never guess 
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